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Rob Craigie 
Mining: Almost Circles, Video Projects and Garden Drawings 
 
Rob Craigie will be returning for his fifth solo exhibition with Haines Gallery. The concept 
of experimentation and “pseudo-scientific” observation of the world has long been a focus 
for the artist. In Mining, Craigie continues to investigate and categorize both societal and 
natural systems of organization. The work addresses the similarity and diversity found within 
a tremendous variety of images which, when presented together, represent a cohesive yet 
highly personal look at the world. 
 
By abstracting nature to its simplest form, Craigie unveils repetition and similarity in the 
work entitled, Almost Circles. Upon closer inspection, these individual images are imperfect, 
literally almost, circles. They were collected with a digital video camera, captured as stills and 
are exhibited as large-scale Iris prints and in book form. Like scientific specimens, each 
video still is logged with the date and location - designated with a GPS (Global Positioning 
System) coordinate – of where the image was found.  
 
Craigie’s Video Projects were filmed in diverse locations, ranging from underneath an iceberg 
located at 78 degrees North near Greenland to an abandoned Ford Motor Company rubber 
plant in the jungle of Brazil. The Mining installation will include three video stations. The 
videos are presented as collections in a menu-based DVD format. The segments, created 
from two years of filming, range in time from 10 seconds to 1 hour. 
 
Along with Almost Circles and Video Projects, Rob Craigie will exhibit Garden Drawings. Each 
drawing, presented in a specimen box, is a blotter-like container for absorbing thought 
processes as they merge with physical matter. The materials that make up the drawings 
include pencil marks and garden-collected organic matter including pollen, flower petals, leaf 
fluid, insects, and soil. The drawings are layered with hand written thoughts of the artist in 
his endeavor toward understanding.  
 
There is a remarkable cadence in this exhibition of videos, digital stills and drawings that 
allows the viewer to explore the visual elements present while sharing in the process of 
internal questioning that is key to any creative pursuit.  
 
“It is advisable to look from the tide pool to the stars and then back to the tide pool again.”  
- John Steinbeck, The Log From The Sea of Cortez 
 
 


