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Haines Gallery announces the return of reductive painter Patsy Krebs with her sixth solo 
exhibition.  This exhibition includes a new series of paintings from a continuing body of 
work utilizing an elongated rectangular format.  The long, narrow shape of the panel 
lends to the viewer’s perception of this suggested junction between earth and sky. 
Referring to the title of these paintings, Cantus, the artist states that, “the line has also, for 
me, the quality of a single sustained note. The literal definition of Cantus is principal 
voice or melody.  
 
This series not only portrays distance and boundary and a sense of place, but also the 
presence of light that appears to emanate from the paintings themselves. This newest 
series is intensely reflective of the artist’s minimal aesthetic, utilizing degrees of white 
and beige with only an intense burst of color in the horizon line itself. By utilizing color 
to create optical illusions of space, Krebs further challenges the viewer’s perceptions of 
foreground and background. 
 
For Krebs color is a fragile experience that rests ethereally upon the surface.  Although 
she uses many layers of paint to build up those surfaces, they seem almost imperceptibly 
thin, with demarcations between color shapes perfectly differentiated.   Movement from 
one band to another is similar to the subtle passage from one state of mind to another, 
with a total effect of serene temporality. 
 
Patsy Krebs has been actively exhibiting work since the late 1970s. A native of Northern 
California, she currently resides in Marin County and has taught extensively at art 
institutions throughout California, most recently at Dominican University. A recipient of 
the 1995 Pollack-Krasner Award, Krebs's work is included in several important 
collections including the Achenbach Foundation of the Fine Arts Museums, San 
Francisco; San Francisco Museum of Modern Art; and the Norton Museum in West Palm 
Beach, Florida. 


