
 
 
 
 
 

DAVID NASH 
“WORK PLACE:  SCULPTURE & DRAWING” 

 
APRIL 29 – MAY 29, 1999 

Opening Reception:  Thursday, April 29th, 5.30 – 7.30pm 
Artists Talk: Thursday, 29th April, 6.30pm 

 
 
British sculptor David Nash is internationally known for his subtle collaboration with 
nature and ongoing dialogue with wood. Nash’s affiliation with the Bay Area has 
developed gradually over the past years, beginning with the support and patronage of 
Carl Djerassi and the Djerassi Foundation in Woodside, where David created his first 
major site work in a Californian redwood grove on their property.  His work here has 
been further facilitated by residency and tutorial workshops with the California College 
of Arts and Crafts in Oakland, and he has undertaken a number of important private 
commissions in prominent Bay Area Collections.  This is his second major exhibition 
with Haines Gallery and consists primarily of work created during his recent visits to the 
Bay Area. 
 
For this exhibition, Nash has drawn on the familiarity and uniquiness of “place”, an 
element which has always been pivotal to the work itself, but is also essentially rooted in 
Nash’s sense of personal place – his studio, an 18th century Chapel in North Wales.  
Much has been written about his Chapel, situated in a mining town nestled among 
enormous piles of quarried slate shards and rugged countryside - a bleak town that is in 
stark contrast to the rich and fertile surrounding national park land that is Nash’s 
inspiration. Within the Chapel is a wonderful collection of pieces Nash has made over the 
last 30 years - completed works, pieces unresolved, arrivals from projects overseas, as 
well as pieces he hopes to keep near him for further inspiration.  This is Nash’s “Work 
Place” which Haines Gallery has recreated for this exhibition.  The viewer’s experience 
of entering that guarded and private place is both reflective and inspiration, and resonates 
with works in all stages of realization.  
 
As one enters the Gallery, the aromatic scent of redwood, bay and laurel teases the air 
and awakens the viewer to the diversity of this wooden congregation.  Nash has the 
unique ability to identify and release the inherent form and behavior of the unseasoned  
wood, embracing the element of chance and natural resistance of the wood, as it splits, 
cracks and warps.  What results are pieces formed from a marriage of hand and the 
elements:  earth, water, air, fire and the legible marks of chainsaw and axe.   
 
 
 
 
 
David Nash: 
 
The exhibition is a rare opportunity to see a large body of Nash’s work in varying scale 
and material, including some wonderfully intimate pieces taken from a first growth 100 



year old Californian Redwood.  Residing in the main gallery is a selection of large scale 
drawings of the envisaged pieces. These drawings range from carefully planned 
dissections of a tree to simple iconic forms which have become quintessentially Nash – 
the cube, sphere, pyramid, cross and column.  Fire has been an essential component in 
Nash’s work over the years and many of his pieces are charred and blackened in an act of 
metamorphosis, a cleansing agent on a spiritual level and a wonderful contrast in color on 
a purely aesthetic level. 
 
Time and place become the chief matrix in Nash’s work and consequently are imbued 
with both the spirit of the place of execution, and of residence.  This exhibition is the 
embodiment of Nash’s work in California and will be on show until 29 May 1999.  David 
Nash will be talking about the work at 6.30pm on Thursday, 29th April. 
 

For further information or materials please contact Gina Fairley at 415.397.8114.   
Haines Galley is located at 49 Geary Street on the fifth floor.  Gallery hours are Tuesday 

through Saturday 10:30 - 5:30 and until 7:30 on the first Thursday of each month. 
 


