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Living and working in Blaenau Ffestiniog, a rural countryside town in North Wales, 
David Nash continues his exploration into the depths of nature.  Known for his land art, 
sculptures, and charcoal drawings, Nash reveals a new body of work consisting primarily 
of wall-mounted charred panels. Finely crafted from his signature tools,  chainsaw and  
torch, these new works investigate the pure nature of fire, and the transformation inherent 
in its wake. 
 
Using fallen trees and bits of wood, living growth, his resultant work is resonate and 
pure,  infused with elements of time and knowledge.  For over twenty years, Nash’s work 
has been centered around the patient forms of nature and the continuous cycles of life. By 
planting, grafting, burning and burying, David Nash creates sculptures with grace, 
intelligence and history. 
 
Wielding fire not only as an aesthetic tool and cleansing agent, but more pointedly as a 
means of metamorphosis.  Nash has always been intrigued by ancient charcoal burning 
sites and the natural evolution of plants’ ability to grow through the coal leached soil. 
Inspired by nature’s persistance and indifference to death, Nash addresses both the past 
and the future in his work, allowing natural forces to continuously transform his 
sculptures.  In an indirect and almost subliminal way there is some reference to a burnt 
and twisted “container”of culture and population in these dark and sullen objects.  Nash 
questions the beauty and rebirth from the ashes of destruction, an inspirational revelation 
in these current times.   
 
David Nash has a long standing relationship with the Bay Area, beginning with the 
patronage and support from the Djerassi Foundation in Woodside, where Nash created 
his first major site work in a California Redwood grove.  His work here has been further 
facilitated by residency and tutorial workshops with the California College of Arts and 
Crafts in Oakland, and he has undertaken a number of important commissions in 
prominent Bay Area collections.  This will be David Nash’s third major exhibition with 
the Haines Gallery. 


