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San Francisco—Recent sculpture, video, and works on 
paper by British artist David Nash will be featured in the 
artist’s fifth exhibition at Haines Gallery.  In these new 
works, several of which were created during the visits to 
northern California, red and black hues predominate. Nash 
associates these colors with the California landscape and in 
these works he encourages this association through both 
material and process.  

Several of the sculptures were created from native red-hued 
woods, including madrone, redgum, and redwood. The 
largest work in the exhibition, Coming Down Straight, 2006, a 96-inch high sculpture made from 
local redwood, evokes in its jagged, forceful shapes a torrential rainstorm the artist experienced 
during a stay at the Djerassi residency program. 

Black hues, which have long been a hallmark of Nash’s art, are the result of wood having been 
partially blackened by charring.  “Charring transforms the surface from a vegetable material to 
carbon. The sense of scale and time are strangely changed. The charred form feels compacted yet 
distanced in space,” says Nash. 

The shapes of Nash’s sculptures reveal both his interest in the organic and geometric. Hedge, 2008, 
charred beech on shelf, is indicative of the artist’s incisive exploration of organic forms. Cube, 
Sphere, Pyramid: Mosaic Cuts, 2008, redgum on charred shelf, evidences the artist’s ongoing 
investigation of ideal geometric forms that is central to contemporary sculpture practice of a 
geometric or minimal orientation.  By juxtaposing red-hued woods and charring, each piece 
incorporates signature aspects of the artist’s oeuvre and references the black and red hues that he 
associates with California. 

This theme is also the subject of a series of extraordinarily lush pastel works on paper, each 
measuring 60 by 48 inches. Biomorphic pools of intense red and black hues merge into one another 
and appear to spill off the top and bottom margins of the paper. This bipartite composition recalls 
the sensibility at work in Nash’s wall pieces. However, the intense use of color and form is 
simultaneously seductive and unsettling, perhaps an unconscious response to fire and earthquake—
the dual forces of nature in California. 

Wooden Boulder, 1978–2003, a video by David Nash will receive its premiere in Gallery Two. The 
video details the journey of a large carved sphere sculpture from a river near the artist’s home in 
North Wales to the Atlantic Ocean.  

David Nash was born in Esher, Surrey, UK, in 1945. He attended Brighton College, Kingston 
College of Art, and, as a postgraduate, the Chelsea School of Art. In 1967, he moved to a slate 
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mining town in Wales where he is still based. Nash was elected to the Royal Academy of Arts in 
1999 and was awarded an OBE in 2004. Among the many public collections in which Nash’s work 
may be found are the National Museum of Wales, Cardiff; Uffizi Gallery, Florence; Tate Gallery, 
London; Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles; and Metropolitan Museum of Art, New 
York. 

For further information on the artist or the works included in the David Nash exhibition, please visit 
www.hainesgallery.com.  

Images available upon request. 

 


