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San Francisco - In his eighth solo exhibition at 
Haines Gallery, Yoshitomo Saito explores space, 
scale, and surface using ordinary natural objects, 
such as stone, bits of bamboo, and tree tops submerged under snow, that he has cast in bronze.  
Under the spell of Saito's imagination, Bamboo Promises emerge as a knotted, corona-shaped wall 
piece of twisted root forms barely twelve inches wide, or a slender, fourteen-foot spar that hangs 
straight down from the ceiling. When the Wind Stopped, a series of objects resembling 
tumbleweeds that has occupied the artist for several years, appears here in two new 
manifestations. 
 
Born in Japan and trained as a glassblower, Saito grew accustomed to producing small-scale 
functional objects. When he came to the United States in 1983, he chose bronze, a medium 
primarily used for monumental public sculpture with heroic themes, to make paradoxical objects: 
initially cardboard, pillows, and canvas, and, more recently, seed pods, eucalyptus bark, and twigs. 
In 2004, he said, “The way bronze questions, as well as adds layers of meaning to my ability to 
conceive what’s in front of me has been my interest for a long time….I have appropriated things into 
bronze to suggest that illusion is a part of my will and method to understand reality. The place in 
between knowing and not knowing is where I find viability for visual poetry.” 
 
A large new installation comprising many small bronze stones owes its title to “Riprap,” a poem by 
Gary Snyder in which lines such as “solidity of bark, leaf, or wall/riprap of the things/cobble of milky 
way” seem flawlessly in tune with Saito’s vision. 
 
Yoshitomo Saito’s work is held in the following public collections: Hawaii State Foundation of 
Cultures and Arts, Honolulu, Hawaii; M. H. de Young Museum, San Francisco; California College of 
the Arts, Oakland/San Francisco; and The Oakland Museum of California. 
 
For further information on the artist or the works included in the exhibition please see visit 
www.hainesgallery.com.  
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