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Untitled (rust w/ manzanita), 2012, Acrylic on
wood, Panel: 36 x 22 inches

Bay Area-based Patsy Krebs exhibits new paintings that
continue her long-term consideration of the rectangular form,
building upon works shown in the 2008 exhibition at Haines
Gallery, Hibernal Dreams. Krebs explains, “abstract visual
language has remained my primary artistic interest for its
enduring capacity to shape a symbolic equivalent to the oth-
erwise ineffable in the human experience.”

In these works, she applies a ground color on the wood
panel, upon which she layers numerous coats of thinned
acrylic washes in both horizontal and vertical bands, creat-
ing exquisite, ethereal gradations of color. For Krebs, these
works reflect a kind of meditation on time. The central image
boldly asserts the present, while repetitive, yet diminishing
edges suggest the haze that characterizes our perception of
the past and previous generations. Krebs’ palette is restrict-
ed, drawing attention to the interaction of various shades of
black, gray and white with selected colors, namely hues of
red and orange. Her use of the rectangle in these paintings
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Untitled (dark green / grey), 2011, Acrylic on
panel, Panel: 20 x 12 inches

formally resonates with oriental carpets and other textiles that
employ complex central-image color-field compositions, in
addition to recalling eastern orthodox icon painting and other
icon-like images that exude a kind of interior light. By present-
ing these paintings at a small, intimate scale, she encourages
contemplative, individual encounters with the works, as view-
ers investigate her subtle treatment of line, form and color.

Krebs’ work is featured in the collections of the Norton
Museum, West Palm Beach, FL; Denver Art Museum; San
Francisco Museum of Modern Art; Berkeley Art Museum; and
Achenbach Foundation at the Fine Arts Museums of San
Francisco. She has been featured in publications and news-
papers such as Art in America, ARTnews, San Francisco
Chronicle and Los Angeles Times. In 2010, she was awarded
a Pollack-Krasner Foundation Artist's Grant. Krebs has taught
extensively at art schools throughout California and currently
teaches at Dominican University of California. This is her
eighth solo exhibition with Haines Gallery.
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